PRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION

But aside from the economic reason is the
duty which a state owes to its citizens. We
saw in the beginning that the state exists for
the"benefit of us all, to develop in each individ-
ual his powers to the best possible advantage.
Our legislators should so make the laws that
even the poorest, the ignorant, or the criminal,
shall get what will help to make them better
and stronger and more useful. That is the
prime purpose of the state. If we are to es-
tablish reform schools for this purpose, the same
reason makes it proper for the state to provide
commercial schools and technical schools of
many kinds. Training is the best kind of preven-
tive legislation against crime, incompetency, and
weakness. In the United States it is generally
believed that primary schools are necessary for
the safe existence of the state; people must
know how to read and write in order that they
may perform the elementary duties of voting
citizens. But why should the state stop there ?
Why not go further and teach the citizen to
work so that he may the better earn a livelihood
and the better perform his functions as a work-
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